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ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Traci Bruckner has been with the Center for ten years and serves as the Assistant Director of the
Rural Policy Program. Traci worked extensively on the 2008 Farm Bill, guiding advocacy to include
beginning farmer and rancher provisions in the bill, as well as conservation and value-added
agriculture programs. She has also guided our farm bill program implementation efforts on those
programs. She has brought a national voice to beginning farm and ranch issues with her
service on USDA's Beginning Farmer Committee. Traci also works closely with other organizations
on organic and sustainable agriculture, and speaks frequently to groups across the nation.

Kim Preston has been with the Center for Rural Affairs since September 1999. Her work with the
Rural Policy Program has included many issues at the state level including public education
finance, property tax policy, microenterprise/small business and agriculture. She has worked at the
grassroots level to block or advance key issues within the legislature. She has trained groups and
individuals on the policy making process and citizen advocacy. As part of the Rural Research and
Analysis Program, she has contributed to major reports and studies affecting rural America,
including Swept Away: Chronic Hardship and Fresh Promise of the Great Plains and Fresh
Promises: Highlighting Promising Strategies of the Rural Great Plains and Beyond.

ABOUT THE PARTNERS

This is a publication of the Rural Policy Program of the Center for Rural
Affairs. Established in 1973, the Center for Rural Affairs is a private, nonprofit
organization with a mission to establish strong rural communities, social and
economic justice, environmental stewardship, and genuine opportunity for all while
engaging people in decisions that affect the quality of their lives and the future of their
communities.

Funds for this project have been provided by the Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture. Established by the 1987 lowa Groundwater Protection
Act, the Leopold Center supports the development of profitable farming
systems that conserve natural resources. More information about the Leopold
Center is available on the web at: www.leopold.iastate.edu, or by calling the

LEOPOLD CENTER Center at (515) 294-3711.

The lowa Farmers Union is a grassroots network of farmers and food activists
dedicated to strengthening independent family farms through education and
cooperation. This grant will focus on education. The goal of the lowa Farmers
Union (IFU) is to achieve sustainable production, a safe food system, a clean
environment, and healthy communities. The organization has been a chapter
of the National Farmers Union since 1915. There are over 1,200 members
who guide the organization and participate in activities.
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