
IOWA FARM DISASTER RELIEF FUND 

APPLICATION GUIDELINES
July 2008
About the Iowa Farm Disaster Relief Fund
The Iowa Farm Disaster Relief Fund is a project of the Iowa Farm Disaster Relief Coalition, a temporary collaboration of various Iowa farm and faith-based non-profit groups and sustainable agriculture advocates (see bottom of second page for a list of partners). The Fund was created in partnership with Farm Aid in June of 2008 to provide immediate disaster relief assistance to Iowa farmers who have experienced losses due to this spring’s storms and flooding. A committee of representatives from membership-based family farm organizations operating in the state will review applications for funding. The Center for Rural Affairs based on Lyons, NE, is serving as fiscal agent for this project. Checks will be issued by the Center to farmers who are approved for assistance. Donations from Farm Aid, individuals and corporations make up the relief fund.
In order to facilitate this financial assistance to affected farmers as soon as possible, the Fund will accept applications for the initial round of funding through Sept. 30, 2008, with decisions being made approximately every two weeks. Early applications are encouraged.  If not funded initially, applications will be kept in the pool as long as they meet basic criteria.  If future funding rounds for flood relief are announced, all applicants will be notified.

Who may apply?

Iowa family farmers whose farms have been affected by the spring 2008 floods and storms and who have suffered hardship as a result. Preference will be given to farmers who do not qualify for federal crop insurance.

How much can be applied for?

Applicants can apply for a grant of up to $500 in emergency relief toward household expenses. Farmers should first ask for emergency funds that will cover immediate needs not covered by other sources. We realize many farmers have suffered uninsured crop loss; it is Farm Aid’s intention that emergency funds received for household expenses will free up farmers’ personal funds for replanting, fence repair, etc.

What we will not fund?

- Any loss that is subject to a successful insurance claim

- Any loss covered by other sources

- Any damage not resulting from the spring 2008 flooding and catastrophic storms

Assessment criteria
The criteria by which the applications will be assessed are as follows:

- Farm must be located in Iowa

- Amount of losses including uninsured losses

- The level of damage suffered by the property

- The extent of financial hardship

- The extent of non-financial hardship suffered

- The need of the claimant, taking into account personal circumstances such as receiving any benefits

- The size of the Fund

- Other factors the Committee recommends and the Coalition considers relevant.

Other considerations

Because this fund is of a discretionary nature, the decision of the Committee is final. The guidelines and process are being developed and will be adjusted as needed. Farmers may apply to this fund only once.

Please fill out the Disaster Relief Application. Completed applications can be faxed, mailed or emailed to the Committee at: 

Iowa Farm Disaster Relief Fund

c/o Center for Rural Affairs

145 Main St , PO Box 136

Lyons, NE 68038

voice (402) 687-2100

fax (402) 687-2200

johnc@cfra.org

Successful applicants will be notified as soon as possible. Applications will be accepted and reviewed on an ongoing basis until funding is gone. If you have questions, please contact Denise O’Brien, review committee chair, at 712-243-3264, denise@wfan.org.
Iowa Farm Disaster Relief Coalition Members: Buy Fresh Buy Local Iowa, Churches’ Center for Lands and People, Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement, Iowa Farmers Union, Iowa Network for Community Agriculture, Iowa Organic Association, National Catholic Rural Life Conference, Practical Farmers of Iowa, National Farmers Organization, Women Food and Agriculture Network, Edible Iowa River Valley, Iowa Valley Resource Conservation and Development, the Center for Rural Affairs (Lyons, NE), and Atlantic farmer and advocate Denise O'Brien.

















